
Structural Rehabilitation of the 
Ogdensburg Suspension Bridge  

Eric Thorkildsen, P.E. 

October 24th, 2011 



Outline  

Â General Info  

Â Tale of the Tape  

Â Worst is First Mentality  

Â Show me the Money!  

Â Bridge Rehabilitation  



www.ogdensport.com 



Northern Border 

Bridges 









Tale of the Tape 

Golden Gate 

Á4200ô                     Span 

Á36ò                         Cable 

Á$6                       Auto Toll 

Á110,000                  ADT 

Á$1,000 sq. ft.       Replace $ 

Ogdensburg 

Á1150ô 

Á12ò 

Á$2.75 

Á2,000 

Á$1,000 sq. ft. 



Extensive Traffic Control 



Main Span 
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Deck Truss           Girder Span  
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Bridge Facts 

Â Opened 9/21/1960  

Â 30 years from inception to opening  

Â Prior to Recent Rehab, No major capital 
work since itôs opening.  

ÅVintage Condition  



History  

Â 1922 -1930 ï Attempts for Private 
Toll Bridge Legislation  

ÅAll vetoed by Governorsô Smith and 
Roosevelt  

Â 1930 ï Public Bridge Authority 
Established  

Â1930ôs ï raising cash and conducting 
studies  

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



History  

Â 1939 ï Funds raised, then WWII  

Â 1950 Ogdensburg Bridge Authority 
Established by Governor Dewey  

Â 1957 ï Bridge Construction Begins  

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Greenman -Pedersen, Inc.  

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 
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Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Anchorage ï Outside 

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Anchorage ï Inside 

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Bearings  

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Expansion Joints 

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Steel Grid Deck 

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 



Condition of Structure 

Â Rated Good to Satisfactory  

Â Now over 50, some gray is showing  

ÅDeck  

ÅCoating  

ÅExisting Rail System  

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 


